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Jrama Right Up Front

A Tudor takes on a new look

while keeping tradition

The floating BOUT EVERY three years or so, when ]
concrete stairs the phone rings at architect David Cole-
end at the man’s office, he will think to himself,

dramatic entry

porch, steel la-
ser cut in a pat-
tern much like

African Kuba

“You know, it’s about time for Cindy
and Rob to call.”
It is. And here they are, Coleman’s serial
remodelers Cindy Chin and Rob Graham.
The three of them working together to

fabric, a re- tweak and improve the couple’s Magnolia
guest from the bluff Tudor into modern living, Since 1999,
homeowners. “We lived here 15 years before we started
Nick Rhinehart remodeling,” says Graham. “So we knew

of Rhinehart how the house lived. We never wanted a
Metalworks bigger footprint, but we wanted it to live

“is an artist bigger.”

who crafted
and fretted the
metal into per-
fection,” says
Rob Graham.

A steel planter

“We couldn’t figure out how to get mod-
ern into a 1929 house,” says Chin. After
touring a Coleman-designed home, how-
ever, they knew exactly how.

“I think David has an idea formulated
before we even know what we're going to
do.” Chin laughs at the collaboration that,
over the years, comes naturally.

Once they commit, Graham and Chin are
a pair of troupers. No matter the scope of
the work, they’ve never vacated the place,

bhox steps
uphe :E d even when, perhaps, they should have. “At
. . one point, if we wanted to come in the back,
stairs, retained
we had to use a screw gun to take down the
for budget

concerns. The
box narrows
the profile of
the stairs and
offers an op-
portunity for
plantings. The

plywood,” Graham says.

* Work began in the kitchen, opening it,
connecting it to the backyard and dining
room (achieved on both sides with steel and
glass French doors) increasing storage and
functionality.

Then it was down to the basement. “David
makes us call it the lower level,” corrects

gt;:t(r;:::;rn\:fs Chin. Here's why: Large ‘fvindows brighten
_— spaces that are now media room, guest
Sehliparann: suite, a full bath. _

Landecaris In Phase 3, cal?meny was upgraded to
instsllation by match the new kitchen, (_'!‘hey’re sapele.)
John Taller, Work then headec_l upstairs, new dormer.
Acchitact David And now, th‘ere is this, the front of the

X —— l'{ome, its public face, re?made front door to
laridscape sidewalk. Born of a desire for a new porch.
digigiias Jea The couple thought there was no there there.
Albrecht crafted No place to land out of the weather, make the

the landscape
design.

transition indoors.
Coleman, knowing his artist clients
(she’s a graphic designer and he, retired »
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The new landscape out front offers a place to gather and sit by the gas firepit, set into the concrete terrace. The walkway appears to glow with LED
lighting from beneath. The homeowners are quite taken with the new look. “If you can make people stop, then you've got 'em,” says Graham,

16 PACIFIC BW THE SEATTLE TIMES - JANUARY 18, 2015 17



The redesign of the landscaping and entry to the Chin-Graham home sets it apart
while still allowing the brick Tudor to fit into its traditional Magnolia view neighbor-
hood. The home is 2,400 square feet, three bedrooms and 2Y: baths,

| VISIT OUR SHOWROOM |
| AND SAVE $500 ON

CABINET REFACING

OR NEW CABINETRY

Plus We'll Throw in
the Kitchen Sink!

CABINETPAK KITCHENS

The most experienced name in cabinet refacing since 1971

4201 Stone Way N, Seattle » 206.632.7380
www.cabinetpaksea.com

S50 savings requines a minimum cabimet purchase of $5000. Countértop parchase quailies for a free sink, maimum valos of $300. Mot valid with any other ofters, dscounts
oc pricr saley. Offer eapined 131,15,

20 years
in business!

ke ‘ _ 20th Anniversary Sale

STONEWORL

50% OFF

at our newly
remodeled
showroom!

Largest selection ™

of granite, porcelain, slate,‘
ledger stone, and
stone mosaic in all of Seattle.

Factory direct. No middle man.
Open to the public.

Your one-stop shop for stone and
porcelain, representing 20 years
of working with the finest
factories throughout the world.

6616 4th Ave S, Seattle

206-764-9656
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from Boeing, designs jewelry)
went big and he went bold. His
philosophy for all the work on
the old house with the beauti-
ful only-in-Magnolia views,

is this: “The new, thoroughly
modern interventions stand in
sharp contrast to the traditional
lines of the existing Tudor-style
house, yet merge with it in a
surprisingly fresh and timeless
manner.”

Nowhere more so than in the
front yard.

The march from street to door
now involves gabion retaining
walls, steel, monochromatic
plantings and “floating” concrete.
Custom LED lighting lends an
illusion of lightness, and, most
certainly, drama. The journey
ends at a steel canopy laser cut in
a pattern reminiscent of African
Kuba cloth, a request from Chin
and Graham. The cutouts cast
long and changing shadows. (At
times it seems as though a flock

“In the beginning,
one of our com-
ments to David was
that we wanted
something time-
less,” says Graham.
This is the result of
the first remodel, in
2000. Architect Da-
vid Coleman opened
the kitchen to the
backyard and dining
room, and covered
the porch with a
polycarbonate roof.

of birds has set upon the door.)

A steel planter box steps up the
old concrete stairs, a clever way
to install a hand railing and trim
the wide expanse of old concrete.
(A budget consideration.)

The goal was to create a strong
sense of arrival (achieved!), “and
the resulting outdoor rooms
extend the edge of the home out-
ward into the landscape in unex-
pected ways.” Also, achieved.

“The front yard was a surprise,
Graham says. “But once we
looked at it we thought, yeah. A
neighbor told us, ‘It’s nice to see
somebody shaking up the design
aesthetic around here.””

And now, everything is perfect,
right? “Oh,” Chin says, “we’d like
some sort of sliding doors in the
living room. We have the upstairs
bathroom, and we need to finish
painting . . .” [=
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