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CALM IS CRAFTED
WITH WALLS OF GLASS
AND BEAMS OF STEEL

Energy ~
In Serenity

The ceiling culminates in the 8-foot-high north-fac-
ing glass of the clerestory windows. “That lets in the
painter’s light, if you will,” says architect Nils Finne.
“One interesting thing about the pavilion is there are
no right angles in it. As you walk into the room it
expands, like a megaphone. But the clerestory splays in
the opposite direction.” The windows were crafted by
Quantum Windows & Doors of Everett.
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IPPING TEA and listening to
silence. Lovely.

“My baby-sitter gets nervous
at night here. People get used to the
buzz of the city, butI like the quiet very
much,” says Julie Burnett, holding her
cup midair, listening.

Everywhere she looks are woods
and lawn and rocks and sky. Windows,
windows everywhere, even overhead.

“There isn’t a whole lot of drywall in
this place. Nature’s my artwork,” Bur-
nett says. “That’s what I love about this
house, all the light. During the day I
don’t have to turn on the lights, even
in winter.

“And when it snows and you do turn
on the lights, it really looks like a lodge,
but yet it’s not lodge-y.”

What Burnett is trying to put into
words is the energy of serenity that
courses through all 4,225 square feet
of the four-bedroom, 3%:-bath home
she shares with her husband and
young daughter on acreage in rural
Redmond.

Her architect, Nils Finne, describes
the house as “a delicate structure of
wood, steel and glass.” The combina-
tion seems improbable, yet it is accu-
rate. Burnett says, “When he uses steel,
you see light.”

Continued on page 32 >
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“The struc-
ture that
holds the
living pavil-
ion together
is a steel
frame
erected by
guys who
do office
buildings,”
Finne says.
There are
no columns
or posts
within the
room; steel
posts are
around the
perimeter.
Motorized
windows
over the
fireplace
generate a
breeze. The .
structural
steel is
painted
dark green.
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Continued from page 30
There is no attempt to outshine the nat-

ural landscape all around. The home pays
homage, slips into the hillside seated on
a Montana ledgestone plinth, 2 feet high
uphill and 15 feet deep on the downhill
side. Inside the glass entry space you have
two choices: Go left to the “living pavilion,”
which beckons with a 30-foot-tall Montana
ledgestone fireplace on the far end of what
seems like an acre of quarter-sawn red oak
flooring. Go right to the long bedroom wing,
featuring an apartment-like master suite.
The grand finale of the massive, compli-
cated living pavilion ceiling, which Finne
calls a “wood quilt,” is the treetops and royal
blue sky. The very tips of firs and cedars
appear through large, north-facing clere-
story windows 20 feet up. The conclusion of
most sight lines throughout the home is the
landscape. The great-room walls are glass
at every opportunity, including above and
below the overhead kitchen cabinets. Living

p = wallpaper of deer and bird and fern.
i “We didn’t want to have pillars in the cen-
The home slips into the wooded hillside seated on a Montana ledgestone plinth, 2 feet high uphill and 15 feet ter of the room. The steel actually is hold-
deep on the downhill side. Dick Turner’s Magic Landscaping was responsible for the grounds. ing everything up,” Burnett says, explaining

Continued on page 34 >

Discover the perfect blend
of relaxation on_d adventure

__—_ — ZnUNCADIA.

With Suncadia’s Summer Adventure Package, you can have the best of
both worlds all summer long. Relax in the comfort of our grand lodge
and deluxe accommodations for one night, then choose your own
complimentary adventure — from a round of golf on our Prospector Golf
Course or a guided mountain bike tour, to an exquisite lavender massage
at the new Glade Spring Spa and much more.

Visit SuncadiaStay.com or call 866.904.6300 today for complete package
details and to book your summer adventure.

Promo Code: PNWSUMMER

A distinctive experience provided by Destination Hotels & Resorts.

SE STI NATION ASFEN » AUSTIN » CHAPEL MILL = CHARLESTON » CLE ELUM » DAYTONA REACH SHORES * DENVER » FLORHAM PARK

1 -
¢ HOTELS & RESORTS MOUSTON * LA JOLLA * LAKE TAMOR * MAUT + PALM SPRINGS * PHOENTX * FORTLAND * SAN DINGO * SANTA £8
PEETINALICRNOLELE S0 SNOWMASS RESORT * STOWE * SUNRIVER + TAMPA * TARRYTOWN * TELLURIDE = TEMPE = VAIL » WASHINGTON D.C.

Not applicable with other promotions. Some restrictions or blackout dates apply. Based on availability. Not valid for groups.
Offer ends g/30/2008. All credits, discounts and offers are valid at time of reservation and cannot be applied upon checkout.
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The kitchen anchors one
corner in the 1,100-
square-foot living
pavilion. Finne designed
all the cherry cabinetry
in the home, crafted by
Pete’s Cabinets in Everett.
The island and counter
are Burlington stone in
elterwater, a soft jade.
The tiled portion of

the backsplash is stone
mosaic from Ann Sacks
called Matchstick.
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Once a year Roche Bobois offers you
exceptional prices on its entire collection.
8 days to satisfy all your decorating dreams.

SEATTLE - 1015 Western Avenue
(206) 332-9744 - seattle@roche-bobois.com

ATLANTA - DALLAS - HOUSTON - SAN FRANCISCO

rochebobois

P.A RIS

www.roche-bobois.com




Visit our new
Showroom

See the Awnings and Solar Screens in action

to determine the best options that fit your needs

Since 1896 < &8

Showraom fumiture provided by Summe:

Snowroom Spec:al

Save 15% on anz.'- \ -ot __: r-gzed unlt

18375 Olympic Avenue South
Tukwila, WA 98188
800.869.7162

Hours:
Monday - Friday 8am to 5pm
Saturday 8am to 1pm
or by appointment

www.RainierSunSystems.com

Call Today for an appointment 800.869.7162
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Qround the perimeter of rhe living pavilion, steel posts are formed as two angled
columns that meet and then splay apart.
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Continued from page 32

the steel-braced fir skeleton in the 1,100-square-foot
room that is kitchen, living and dining rooms, and
office.

The Burnetts are those rare clients who hire the
architect to do what he does best and then trust him
to do it. “That’s one of his beautiful gifts, he listens,”
Burnett says. “I think the very first plan he showed
us we picked.”

With Finne, that can include furniture design. For
this home, completed in 2006, he designed the bent-
wood mahogany dining table with ebony accents;
cherry-shingled master bed; blued-steel laser-cut

Continued on page 36 >




Getting to know you

THE CLIENT-ARCHITECT pairing is all important for turning vision into reality.
It’s a relationship that begins as business, but quickly becomes very personal.

“When you spend two or three days with someone every week you get to
know them pretty well,” says architect Nils Finne. “It’s a very intense relation-
ship, especially when you get into detail and furniture and things.

“When I meet with new clients, we put it all on the table. When a group has
strong opinions, and most people do, you can’t expect everyone to agree. But
we try to do it in an atmosphere where everyone respects each other.

“] firmly believe that every house becomes a mirror of the person who’s asked
me to design the house. I am the one putting form to that. But what makes it so
interesting? In the end, I say, “That house is all about Charles and Julie.””

See more of Finne’s work at www. finne.com.

The counters, floor and tub deck in the master bathroom are St. Croix limestone.
Sandblasted glass panels separate mirrors, all edged in steel. The glass is lit from
behind; no sconces are needed. The vanity floats 10 inches off the floor, adding
lightness. Next to the tub is a steam shower with a glass ceiling.

Finne designed the master bed, using 2-inch cherry tiles that give it a rip-
pling textural feel. The bed has built-in shelves. “Half of the upstairs is our
master bedroom,” owner Julie Burnett says. “We call it our treehouse.”

with our thoughts
we make our World.

— BUDDHA

Moe's new
Federal Way

location
opening soon.

with our furniture
we make your hOme.

— MOE

SODO - 1926 6TH AVE. SOUTH & HOLGATE AVE. - SEATTLE, WA
STORE HOURS - MON. TO SAT. 10AM TO 6PM - SUN. 12PM TO 5PM
PHONE 206.405.4411 - TOLL FREE 1.800.990.MOES

www.moeshome.com

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2008 | PACIFIC NORTHWEST 35




< Northwest Living

Continued from page 34
stair railings; steel-and-glass light fix-
tures; cherry book cases, cabinetry and
consoles; and the mahogany front door.
He even helped Burnett choose the fur-
niture.
“I like clean space, and I like peace of
mind,” Burnett says. The built-in pieces
serve both needs.
It took 2V~ years to build this house,
SBI Construction turning plan into real-
ity, fitting steel to wood, all the joints
just so. But Burnett says it was worth it. - b BT
“It took longer to build, but there’s so Al e
much love in this house.” \@)
Rebecca Teagarden is assistant editor of Pacific

Northwest magazine, Benjamin Benschneider
is a magazine staff photographer.

“The living pavilion was conceptualized
just like it sounds; it’s where everything
happens,” says Finne. “It’s called ‘use every

square inch of space you have.” ” Burnett

says “That’s the beauty of Nils’ spaces;
they’re functional, super functional.” Glass
is used extensively. The ceiling is uphqh ted
to give the structure a glow.

It Happens
Only Twice A Year

Semi-Annual SALE

FINE HARDWOOD FURNITURE, HANDCRAFTED FOR YOUR
BEDROOM, YOUR DINING ROOM - IN FACT, FOR YOUR ENTIRE
HOME. RICH GRAINS, SUBTLE CONTOURS, SUPERB JOINERY
ALL HAND SANDED AND HAND BRUBBED TO PERFECTION. IT'S

FURBNITURE THAT DEFINES YOUR TASTE AND LIFESTYLE

COME HOME TO MCKINNON FURNITURE

FALL SALE: SEPT 12TH - 28TH
PLACE YOUR ORDER BY SEPTEMBER 21ST AND DELIVERY
IS GUARANTEED BY THANKSGIVING
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206.622.6474

SAPPORO L2 Exclusive Western Washington Dealers for the Frank Lloyvd Wright ollection by Copeland

1201 WESTERN AV SEATTLE, WA - WWW MCKINNONFURNITURE COM
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